
Graduate Studies, Department of English 
SOCIAL SCIENCES & HUMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL OF CANADA (SSHRC) 

CANADA GRADUATE RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP – MASTER’S (CGRS M) 2026-2027  

 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION VIA RESEARCH PORTAL (OPENS EARLY SEPTEMBER) 
No later than 8:00 pm ET on Monday, December 1, 2025 (NO EXTENSIONS) ** 

 

** A note about the deadline: Applications must be submitted by the deadline. If the deadline falls on a weekend 
or holiday, applications must be submitted by the following business day before 8:00 pm (ET). Due to high traffic, 
the CGRS M Research Portal can slow down or crash near the deadline. The Department of English STRONGLY 
RECOMMENDS students plan to submit a day or two early, ideally by Friday, November 28, 2025. 
 

This FAQ supplements the information on the NSERC site – see especially the Instructions for completing an 
application – and the School of Graduate Studies CGRS M page, as well as information within the Research Portal.  
 

Applicants are responsible for confirming their eligibility and ensuring that their applications 
comply with all Tri-Agency and University of Toronto SGS requirements. 

 
Q: Are students in the one-year MA program in English at U of T eligible to apply for the CGRS M, since the 

program is “course-work based”? 
 

A. Yes. SSHRC has confirmed that students in both the “regular” MA in English and the MA in English in the Field of 
Creative Writing programs at U of T are eligible to apply. 

 
Q: Why am I applying through the NSERC (Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council) website if this is 

a SSHRC award? 
 

A. The three federal research councils – SSHRC, NSERC, and CIHR – use a common online application system housed 
on the NSERC Research Portal. Although you are applying through NSERC’s site, your application will be evaluated 
by humanities experts under the SSHRC stream. 

 

Note: The Canadian Common CV or CCV you will complete is designed for people from science and social sciences 
backgrounds. Therefore, if some sections do not seem particularly relevant to your background; simply complete 
those that apply. 

 

Q: The application is due December 1. What should I do right now? 
 

 Workshop your proposal. Share it with your faculty/referees for feedback and polish. Book a 
Research Proposal Clinic. 

 Order transcripts. Include all pages of up-to-date transcripts from every postsecondary institution you have 
attended. If you’re registered in Fall 2025, include a transcript that shows Fall 2025 registration, even if no grades 
are yet available.  

o Include front, back, and the legend/guide for each transcript. 
o Combine into a single PDF and remove encryption (use “Print to PDF” if needed). 
o Unofficial transcripts (e.g., U of T ACORN Academic History) will not be rejected if legible, 

complete, and clearly identified; official transcripts are recommended when possible. 
o Before you submit, you are strongly encouraged to contact the Graduate Assistant to confirm that 

your transcript file is compliant with SSHRC and SGS requirements, or if you have any questions 
about transcript preparation. 

 

https://portal-portail.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/students-etudiants/pg-cs/cgsm-bescm_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/ResearchPortal-PortailDeRecherche/Instructions-Instructions/CGS_M-BESC_M_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/ResearchPortal-PortailDeRecherche/Instructions-Instructions/CGS_M-BESC_M_eng.asp
https://www.sgs.utoronto.ca/awards/canada-graduate-scholarships-cgs-m-program/
https://portal-portail.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/
https://ccv-cvc.ca/
https://www.english.utoronto.ca/graduate/current-students/external-awards-clinics
mailto:english.grad.assistant@utoronto.ca


Q: Suppose I don’t know where I’m going to graduate school or want to make several applications? 
 

A. The CGRS M application system will allow you to specify up to three universities. If you intend to apply to the 
Department of English at U of T, you must include “University of Toronto – English” as one of your three 
selections in the Research Portal. You cannot hold a CGRS M award at U of T if you did not select “University of 
Toronto – English” it in your application, even if you are later accepted into a program here. 

 

Q: Suppose my research involves “health and humanities” topics – like disability studies, representations of illness, 
or the therapeutic use of books? 

 

A. Some health-related research may fall under the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) rather than SSHRC. 
If your project touches on medical or clinical themes, review the Tri-Agency “Selecting the Appropriate Federal 
Granting Agency” guidelines to confirm. 

 

Q: What else should I keep in mind? 
 

 SSHRC CGRS M deadlines are firm. The Research Portal closes automatically at 8:00 pm ET on December 
1, 2025. If you submit even a minute late, your application will not be accepted. Plan to submit early – 
we recommend before Friday, November 28, 2025. 

 If you have any questions or run into problems, contact the Graduate Assistant early, before you submit 
your application. Once submitted, no changes or corrections can be made. 

 Use a consistent email address in your application and in all communications with SSHRC. If you have a 
university email account (for U of T students, this is a UTORmail account), you should use that email. 

 You cannot submit your application until every section is complete, including both reference 
assessments. As the deadline approaches, stay in touch with your referees to ensure their forms are 
submitted on time. 

 

Q. The SSHRC application gives several start dates for the award. Which should I choose? 
 

A. For MA, MA CRW, and PhD U students in English, select September 1, 2026 as the start date. This aligns with the 
University of Toronto’s Department of English’s academic calendar and SSHRC’s award activation schedule. 

 

Application deadline via the RESEARCH PORTAL: 8:00 pm ET, Monday, December 1, 2025 
 

Because no staff support is available on the evening of the deadline, and as the Tri-Agency does not grant 
extensions for the CGRS M, applicants are strongly advised to submit early. The Research Portal often 

experiences heavy traffic and related technical issues on the deadline date. 
 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH STRONGLY RECOMMENDS STUDENTS PLAN TO SUBMIT BY 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2025. 

 

https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/interagency-research-funding/policies-and-guidelines/selecting-appropriate-federal-granting-agency?OpenDocument
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/interagency-research-funding/policies-and-guidelines/selecting-appropriate-federal-granting-agency?OpenDocument
mailto:english.grad.assistant@utoronto.ca
https://portal-portail.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/

